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The Basics

Name please.

Tyler Jon Denmead 

Date of birth?

May 16, 1976 in Columbus, Ohio

Mother and father?

Marcia Lynne and Craig Denmead.

Siblings?

Derek Riley Denmead, older brother.

"Where you are is where you are and that's not the wrong place."  

Denmead
Triangles (2-11-05)

4:45 am wake up and read the New York Times and spend time with the dog

5:30 am "creative stuff" (writes, paints, or draws)

6:30 am exercise

7:30 am breakfast and gets dressed for work

8:30 am travels to work and reads the business section and maybe the supplementary section on the bus

9:00 am work

12:00 pm exercise

1-2:00 pm work

5:30 pm reads the Providence journal on the bus home and has dinner with Kate or has a meeting

8:30 pm goes to bed and tries to read

This is the usual Monday, Tuesday and Thursday schedule. Tyler's philosophy is "The early bird gets the worm."  He believes the morning is the time to get things done, whereas the evening is the time to wind down and relax. On Wednesdays, he works from the time he wakes up. On Friday, nights he plays chess. Tyler would go to yoga on Sunday mornings and play volleyball in the evening. He likes to be an active participant in life.  When asked to describe himself now, he used the words: changing, deeply reflective, ultra competitive while trying to be compassionate and communicative.  The most important part of his life is his marriage.  His favorite thing not to do is fight. He admits that he is afraid of confrontation. Nowadays, his favorite thing to do is take adventures. He is a nature lover and is content with doing something physical with nature.  He has recently craved complexity in his music, which he found in classical music. Tyler is intrigued by its structural complexity. As of today his favorite song is Mozart's Requiem. He believes the color of the day is orange-fire red. (That was the color of the sunrise.) His favorite shape is the triangle because it is a symbol of change and it has three points.

Childhood = curious, overweight, spoiled. 

He attended Columbus Academy from kindergarten to twelfth grade. One of his early memories is from his days in kindergarten. He went to school naked because he didn't feel like getting dressed. This memory shows a strong sense of will and curiosity at a young age. At six, Tyler wanted a woodchuck. Instead he got a guinea pig and named it Herbie. For the first 12 years of his life, Tyler had to undergo continuous surgery because his respiratory system was under-developed.   Looking back on his childhood, Tyler feels he grew up in the illusion of wealth. His family had a big house in the suburbs, sports cars, fur coats; he had it all.  His parents were actually bankrupt. Both of his parents were very well-educated. His father is a lawyer and his mother was a registered nurse. Growing up Tyler felt that all marriages were miserable and thought all relationships were miserable. Then he met Kate and her family.

 

Jesse Banks III (Former Student/Artist Mentor from New Urban Arts)

If you were to describe Tyler in a few words, what would they be?

Funny, caring, rich-at-heart.

What is your best memory of Tyler?

A funny moment when Tyler was playing with yarn and made a yarn "dog" or pet. "Yarnie"... He let himself go so much he didn't look around. He was so into it.  Fish-Flop = basically a flip except he was using his head.

How long have you known Tyler?

4 years.

What kind of role does Tyler play in your life?

Tyler's a good person to go to if you need help or just finding yourself... Over the years I've seen Tyler as a brother where I can say "your cool as hell, but damn you're weird"... He's a chick magnet that doesn't know it. 

High school = competitive, awkward, friendships.
Tyler remembers high school as a time when he was still insecure and trying to find himself. His older brother Derek was a star athlete throughout his high school career. Tyler looked up to Derek and decided to follow in his footsteps. In the eighth grade, he played baseball and basketball. His sophomore year, he played football. 

In his sophomore year, while playing the first play in football, he broke his arm. He couldn’t play sports so he decided to go into athletic training. A very important person taught him about being an athletic trainer, Mr. Stahl. He was also the person who taught Tyler how to balance on one foot. Tyler felt close to him. Mr. Stahl was the athletic director at the school. He became a significant figure in Tyler’s life.  It was through this interest in athletic training and physical health that Tyler figured he wanted to be a doctor.

Breakfast and Tea with Kate (2-22-05)

Who are you?
His wife.

Who is Tyler Denmead?

A creative, passionate, caring friend, husband, brother, son.

How long have you known him?

12 years.

How was Tyler at 17?

Sensitive, insecure yet cocky and confidant he was finding himself...he was goofy; he relied on comedy a lot.

First encounter: 

They first met in the second floor of the upper school building. It was right before prom. Tyler was the athletic trainer at the time. They might have liked each other at the time but somehow their friends managed to push them away from each other. 

France eye-opening
At the end of Kate’s senior year she went on a school trip to France (February 1993). Tyler and several other students went on this trip as well. This was the first time Kate and Tyler truly got to know each other and connect.  It was a scary but life-changing experience for the both of them. They were in a foreign country where everything was new and unknown. It also set up a romantic mood for their “meaning of life conversations.”  Somehow they could sense it was the beginning of something.

Brown driven, overly self-confident and always questioning
Tyler is always looking for new ways to learn and grow. While attending Brown University, he got involved with the Kids Project. This meant mentoring a third grader from the Gilbert Stuart School. He was involved in the Kids Project for 2-3 years. He became the coordinator of the project. He had to set up the Brown students with the Gilbert Stuart students.   Tyler went to Brown with the intention of becoming a doctor. Everything changed with an art history course. Instead of taking an art history course at Brown University, he went to a school in France that was associated with Brown. While in France he got a job as an apprentice to Emmanuel Courtault. Courtault became a mentor to Tyler. He taught him how to cook and urged him to express himself in many ways. (Wince)  After this trip to France, (fall '96) the thought of mentoring in a certain context wouldn’t leave Tyler’s head. He found importance in creativity, which opened new doors of possibility. He learned that relationships that are supportive and nurturing help creative practice. Marcus Civin, Tyler Denmead and several other Brown students came together and founded a place where people can be creative without restriction and judgment. He graduated in 1998.

Stability October 28, 2000

Kate and Tyler have now been married for over 4 years now. They have both changed and grown together. They’ve become more aware of the compromise of marriage. They’ve become more healthy and accepting. When asked about a family, both smiled. They asked if they’d be good parents and want to make sure they understand that family is not just given but a blessing.

 

Family 2 parents 1 brother

Didn’t know Dad’s side of the family very well.  He was more connected with his Mom’s side.  Mom was the athletic one.  She went against the gender stereotype.  Mom became a model in the '80s.  She was on the cover of sports cream box. Dad started to model too.  Maybe he wanted the attention.  Dad had heart disease in his 40s and never talked about it. Dad was hurtful and never at the point where he wanted to make changes.  Mom became a Realtor. Mom was diagnosed with breast cancer 2-3 years ago. In April 2004 there was a reoccurrence. Tyler and his brother took care of her for 3 months...that's when they found a lot of disturbing things about their parents’ relationship. His mother passed away summer 2004.  Mom = loving, bright.

 “The growth of New Urban Arts has been harder to pinpoint… So many different people and voices and ideas… It’s a way of being.  It becomes a part of people.  Every year has a new set of people and experiences.”

Denmead

Kedrin Frias (Former Student/Artist Mentor from New Urban Arts)

If you were to describe Tyler in 3 words, what would they be?

Smart, funny, humble.

What is your best memory of Tyler?

Fish-Flop because it was hilarious and everyone had fun watching and it's fun when your boss isn't so serious all the time.

How long have you known Tyler?

7 years.

What kind of role does Tyler play in your life?

Besides a boss, a reliable friend... always good for a laugh, always easy to 

approach and talk to. 

Tip: "Do not let him leave the room without doing the Fish Flop. I am a big fan, and if you see it, you will be too."

Stories (funny ones)

Fish-Flop = Tyler on his stomach, on the floor flopping around like a fish.  There’s a sudden flip-like motion using his head and everyone laughs or thinks he’s weird.  Swords & Daggers= One day I went to the studio and Tyler asks me if I want to play Swords & Daggers. I was up for it so I said sure. The object of the game was to refill the paper towel dispenser in the bathroom. This could be achieved by picking the lock on the dispenser with a paperclip. Having won this game, I won myself the title of resource coordinator for a few weeks.

France Summer 2003= Kate and Tyler haven’t seen each other for 3 weeks. Tyler was in France and Kate was to meet him there. She was to leave Providence on the 15th of July. On that day, Kate was getting a few little things before she left and gets a call from Tyler asking where she is. Tyler got so excited to see her that he forgot to allow time for her traveling. He was expecting her there that same day. He had been at the train station for a few hours and he was looking for her.

Fire ants= Originally Tyler’s school was an all boys school. His sophomore year, the school was going to go co-ed. The first day the girls were going to be on campus, Tyler had football practice. They had 2-day sessions, which meant they’d be practicing from early in the morning to later that evening with one break. 

The football players would lay out their uniforms during their break to let it air out and dry. When Tyler went to put on his uniform, he forgot that certain parts of the field housed fire ants and sat down. The next thing he knew, he was running around the field in his underwear screaming. This was his welcome to the girls.

 

Tid-Bits

Tyler = dancing = groove; He makes good calamari (among other things); Tyler absolutely loves his dog Otter; Tyler’s favorite ice cream is rum raisin; His favorite place to go is Brittany, France; Tyler’s favorite sense is touch and his least favorite is smell; Best 5 minutes in Tyler’s life was getting married.  “Kate and I were standing motionless and totally in love.  Totally amazing.”  He thinks fortune cookies taste like crap.

Ashley’s Turn

I've known Tyler for about 4 years now. My first impression of him was that he was this cool (weird) person at New Urban Arts. Over the years, I've learned that my first impression of Tyler was very accurate.  My first real interaction with Tyler was my second or third time at New Urban Arts. I was there with some friends and we were just standing there talking. Tyler walks over and asks if we wanted to write stuff on the wall for one of the exhibit openings.  We were up for it until attention was called upon the neatness in handwriting.  Tyler's solution was a handwriting competition!  I was one of the fortunate winners so I wrote former students' letters on the walls.  It was really random at the time. I mean, who asks you to write stuff on walls? However, it is interesting to look back at it now. 

I will be one of those former students who talk about how wonderful New Urban Arts is. It has become a family to me. Tyler has been like an older brother. He looks out for everyone and likes to make sure everyone's smiling or laughing especially at his expense.  I’ve come to know Tyler as this amazing, loving person with a vision that changes many lives. He spreads this enthusiasm for learning that is just so great. He has become that person that challenges and supports you. He has been awarded for many different talents he has, but this is my way of saying thank you to one of the most awe-inspiring people I know.

 
 
"You gotta look over the edge of the boat, but it's not so bad to hold someone's hand while you're doing it."

Denmead 
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